
The sustainability  department  

is hosting a public  awareness 

Truth in Labeling Coalition 

(TLC) event for the mandatory 

labeling of GE foods. TLC is  a 

group consisting of medical 

doctors, farmers,  whole food 

manufacturers and distribu-

tors, whole food retailers and 

coops, NGO's, and concerned 

citizens. This group  is coming 

together for the purpose of 

passing a law requiring man-

datory  labeling of laboratory - 

based genetic  manipulation 

of our food.  

Come meet for-

mer  congressmen Jim 

Bates author  of 

Public Awareness Event! 
By Chris Wege & Anne Dietrich  
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INSIDE: 

the òStratosphere of Ozone Pro-

tection Act.ò Bates is now work-

ing to get  legislation  passed 

that would require mandatory 

labeling of all GE food in the 

U.S.-The Truth In labeling Act.  

Chris Wege will introduce Jim 

Bates 8:00p.m. @ Dalbly 

Hall  May 9th  

Call Anne @ 641.472.0411 for 

volunteers to help organize.  

Students, faculty, and adminis-

trators were glowing with ap-

preciation and excitement dur-

ing the second MUM Chat Room 

on April 14.  The Argiro Student 

Lounge transformed into a 

space of storytelling, listening, 

deepening connections, and 

building community.   

The MUM Chat Room strives to 

create òdeep connections of 

understanding between stu-

dents, faculty & administrators 

to create a foundation for joyful 

collaboration, inspired educa-

tion, and progressive action.ó  

The MUM Chat Room involves 

the Appreciative Inquiry (AI) 

process.  Participants break off 

into pairs and receive a ques-

tion, prompting them to tell a 

story to their partners about a 

òpeak experienceó related to a 

theme.  That is, to tell of a time 

when they were at their best 

MUM Chat Room  
By Melissa McLaughlin   

and having the greatest success.  

The group them comes back to-

gether, shares, and discusses com-

mon themes found across the sto-

ries.  The process illuminates the 

conditions which created the peak 

experiences so that we as a com-

munity can create the conditions to 

maximize our peak experiences.  

The power of AI is in this knowl-

edge gained, but perhaps more so, 

is found in the emotional bonds 

Scud Missile Begins Part 2 

By Andy Toepel  

Just as the team was on its last 

limb of hope, Jordan cried with all 

his remaining might 

"Felipeeeeee!" Immediately over 

the horizon was the silouhette of 

the chubby Bolivian orthodontist 

that the men had been praying to 

see. Dan jumped off his dog sled 

and started running through the 

snow to hug Felipe. Andy and 

Jordan threw their hands in the air 

with joy and hugged each other. 

Ginni and Noah did not hug, more 

glared, and did that thing where 

you awkwardly try to walk around 

someone and you both go in the 

same direction. They were saved. 

Although they never did find the 

Anunnakian Scrolls, the voyage 

was still a success. Now it was 

time to 
Continued on Pg. 3...  

which are created across the 

group.  

MUM Chat Room has created 

profound experiences for its 

participants.  The room was 

humming with appreciation 

and goodwill as Vice Presi-

dent Craig Pearson summed 

MUM Chat Room up upon 

saying, òthis (event) is my 

peak experienceó.  Students 

echoed the sentiment sharing 

that 
Continued on Pg. 2...  
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know anything of Iowa, let alone Fair-

field. Needless to say, I had to check it 

out. A trip to Fairfield for Visitors week-

end became first on my òto doò list. 

Visitors weekend, was a cold weekend 

in December. Iõve never felt so cold in 

my life! In the midst of the snow flur-

ries, I was able to experience a pretty 

good taste of  MUM. The visitorõs week-

end events were not only fun and infor-

mative, it allowed me to feel the 

òenergyó of my prospective peers. I 

was blown away! I thought the concept 

of a Conscious 

Based educa-

tion was bril-

liant and 

really the only 

method of educating that made sense to 

me. I loved the idea of òeducating the 

entire personò, mind, body, and con-

sciousness. The block system was an 

exciting approach, as I really wanted to 

be able to dive into my studies and not 

worry about juggling 4 other classes. 

Seeing as how my goals for myself 

My Story  
 By Emily Breffle  

I had just completed a four 

year military career, ex-

cited to reclaim my free-

dom: to live and attend 

school where I wanted. I 

was living in Atlanta, Geor-

gia, attending Georgia 

State University. It wasnõt 

long until I discovered my-

self bored and unim-

pressed with the atmosphere of learning 

and the path of study I had chosen. My mo-

tivation had diminished and I was looking 

for alternate options for my education. It 

wasnõt until Thanksgiv-

ing of 2008, that I heard 

from a good friend 

about Maharishi Uni-

versity of Management. 

Shortly after speaking with her about it, I 

was on the schoolõs website completely 

excited and almost certain that this was an 

exceptional approach to education, and 

that it was something I really wanted. I ad-

mit I was shocked when I read the school 

was located in a small town in Iowa named, 

Fairfield. I was a little skeptical, as I did not 

The Flower of Life  

Simple or complex?  

Truth or hyperbole?  

What a mass of confusion 

To my naked eye.  

I see many fish;  

What should I believe?  

 

Ah, but the urge to transcend  

Carries me to a place  

Where I no longer matter;  

Where I can be free  

To relinquish my platter  

Of cares and worries,  

Of the need to control;  

To instead allow that which is  

To move toward its natural conclusion.  

And yet, I still know  

That thereõs something to this Flower, 

Except in this state  

Thereõs nothing left to scour. 

 

And now we return  

To a world obsessed with power,  

Except now we are armed  

lined up perfectly with the teachings and 

practices of MUM, I decided that very 

weekend that this university was the 

place I needed to learn and grow for the 

next few years of my life and TM was the 

icing on the cake.   

When I made it back to Atlanta, I imme-

diately started packing my bags! How I 

actually made it here is another story. 

Letõs just say òNatureõs supportó was my 

only support. It was as if a pair of arms, 

growing from the ground were holding 

tight to my legs, with efforts of making 

me forget why we even wanted to go 

through with the decision to move. Fi-

nally, the week I was to be in Fairfield 

approached and with my little, black, 

Nissan Versa, I took all of my belongings 

and said ògoodbye!ó  

I made it and so far, so good. I am here, 

studying, and enjoying everything MUM 

and Fairfield have to offer. I am finishing 

up my third month here  and I feel so at 

home. 

With the power of the Flower.  

No longer indulged  

In the fantasy of the few,  

But life is now lived  

In a world anew.  

 

And as we dig deeper  

Into the chest of pearls,  

Sorting through the dreams  

Of young boys and girls  

We find an essential richness  

Of the like that prevails  

In good times and bad  

The Flower never fails.  

For at this level, we know  

That failure and judgment  

No longer bear relevance,  

And the fact of the matter is  

 

MUM Chat Room is a space in which we 

can create our MUM culture, and that it 

reminds us of why it is we came to 

MUM. 

The idea of MUM Chat Room was 

birthed during a meeting of a group of 

students (Team Insight/Incite) who 

were pondering ways to help 

strengthen bonds between faculty and 

students and to inspire everyone to 

participate in the creation of the MUM 

of the future.  Student Liasons Robbie 

Gongwer and Andrew Perry are fa-

ciliatators for the sessions and invite 

students who want to learn more about 

Appreciative Inquiry including further 

steps involving visioning and action 

planning, to visit them at their corner 

office in Argiro.  There will be more 

MUM Chat Rooms in the future, so come 

help create the community you wish to 

see. 

MUM Chat Room  
(continued from Pg 1) 

Flowering Into Higher States 

By Scott Lisbon  

ò I admit I was shocked when I read the 

school was located in a small town in 

Iowa named, Fairfield. ó 



Organic Farming  

By Sara Lindsey   
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A few weeks ago, 

there was a major 

scare being for-

warded to thou-

sands of email in -

boxes all over the 

US. Many people 

were stirred up 

about something 

called the "Food 

Safety and Mod-

ernization Act" (Bill 

HR 875), stating 

that all crops to be 

consumed, from 

large commercial plots to small family gar-

dens would require treatment with another 

one of Monsanto's mysterious and deadly 

wondersprays. Thankfully, this rumor 

turned out to be inactive. The bill itself 

does however exist, and this is probably 

the biggest scare of all. I received 

emails from people from four different 

states with concerns toward this poten-

tial crisis, because truly, that is what it 

would have become. The world is in a 

turbulent state, and the purification of 

life (or on a simpler scale, what we call 

"food") is a major importance in the sur-

vival of real sustainable living. We at 

MUM carry a great deal of emphasis on 

the well being of living, not only meals, 

so why would this bill be so terrible to 

us? Because we understand the connec-

tivity. Both physical and mental health is 

swayed by the quality of what we put 

go back to their homes and share what 

they had learned.  

Years passed. Jordan gambled away 

Andy's and Dan's phone numbers in a 

freak cock fighting fiasco. Andy was 

always too busy after he took over 

Pablo's old job building spirit at the 

old kelp plantation. Noah walked 

north in search of the Burning Man 

festival and lost himslef in a haze, void 

of time or meaning. Ginni took a high 

end modeling contract for a designer 

prosthetic limb company and made a 

killing, which she used to train dol-

phins to say the word "auspicious". 

And Dan didn't use facebook, so it was 

always hard to get ahold of him. It was 

almost as if the legendary voyage had 

never even happened.  

One night in Fairfield Iowa, two men 

approached the counter of Logli's con-

venience store. "Andy? Jordy?" the 

clerk said in utter shock, "It's me, 

Dan!" 
The men immediately recognized 

each other. They talked for hours, 

reminiscing about their journey 

through the icy tundra, and paying 

their regards to Pablo. It was then 

that they discovered the real treas-

ure: all three of them played blue-

grass music. From that day forth, the 

three friends and Ginni and Noah as 

well as Joey, Nate, Dora, David Sea-

gull , and Mookie Wilson compiled 

what is today known as the blue-

grass, folk group "Scud Missile". 

Playing with folks from all walks of 

life, they now travel the world play-

ing bluegrass music for people and 

convincing them that "we all have 

special needs".   
Meanwhile, Antartica was seething 

in realness and bloody fur. . .  

Scud Missile Begins Part 2 
(continued from Pg 1) 

Bleary eyed uncertainty  

In a space of unknowing  

Relaxing into infinite possibility  

As the wind outside is blowing  

 

Listening, my mind's adrift  

Here and there it wanders  

Curious about what comes next  

Feeling fuzzy, it ponders  

 

A new level of trust is tested  

As I lay here wondering what and why  

Feeling the void, and opening to it  

Allowing a part of me to die  

 

It's clear that something new is emerging  

And so I must wait for the dust to settle  

Old patterns and habits no longer serve me  

And I give up living life as a battle  

 

Decisions make me, and abundance flows  

Emerging By Erin Pillman  

New Program at MUM!!        
By Tricia Spurio 

 MUM has imple-

mented a new 

program called 

Student Support 

Services. Lo-

cated downstairs 

in the Argiro 

center across 

from the mail-

boxes, our office 

is available to students for any questions or 

concerns. Our sincere desire is to help stu-

dents feel more comfortable and happy with all 

aspects of their lives here at MUM.  Whether 

you have personal or academic issues, ques-

tions about policy and procedure, or need a 

resource on or off campus, we are here to lis-

ten with respect and 
Continued on Pg. 4...  

Effortless grace all around me  

Watching how easily a flower grows  

Just like that, I allow life to live me  

 

No longer a struggle, I finally let go  

The reigns are not mine, never were  

I give them back and I watch life flow  

As I melt into soft, sweet surrender   

into our bodies, and how we treat it 

beforehand. Through the develop-

ment of genetically modified foods 

and pesticide usage, there is also a 

rising in disease, damaged brain 

functioning, and an unfortunate 

displeasure with life. I feel very 

grateful to be included in a com-

munity that supports and under-

stands the serious importance of 

organic and bio -dynamic farming 

and living habits, and as I've seen 

in my in -box, the word seems to be 

spreading quickly. These signs of 

the future are becoming more di-

rect. Let's take this opportunity to 

give it a boost in the brighter di-

rection.  



By Genevra Daley  

New Program at MUM!! 

(continued from Pg 3) 

compassion and to collaborate with you to find solutions. 

Our vision is for MUM to realize its full potential as an inte-

grated, harmonious community. We envision that with core 

values of respect, openness, compassion, and collaboration, 

every individual will be supported to grow and evolve 

openly and directly. We are committed to supporting the 

community in any way we can.  Student Support Services has 

three staff members: Tricia Spurio, Linda Mainquist, and 

Jonathan Shapiro.  Please feel free to stop by our office, call 

us at 472-1241 (ext.1241), or e -mail for an appointment at 

studentsupport@mum.edu.  
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How many M.U.M. students know what 

the Ved looks like? I mean really know 

what it looks like, and I donõt mean the 

books on the shelf in Veda Bhavan build-

ing. How many know what the E8 super 

Hedorotic superstring theory looks like? 

Not many and thatõs a problem! Since 

our university is based around these 

fundamental teachings why donõt we 

have a visual model to 

show how these work? 

Or better yet, a visual 

model to show other 

universities and in-

coming students! Well 

here at the science 

club we are working 

on solving this problem. With the pur-

chasing power of the GSC, the science 

club will now be performing experi-

ments to see how this big Rubikõs cube 

weõre living works! With the aid of Ste-

ven Wolframõs New Kind Of Science Ex-

plorer software, the Science club is be-

ginning to investigate the mysteries of 

natures design and weõd like your help!  

 

The software allows anyone (no pro-

gramming required) to do experiments 

that show how simple programs in na-

ture create complexity. This is a new and 

ever expanding mathematical paradigm 

and, as researchers in consciousness, 

we have a unique role to play in this ex-

ploration. Hereõs the one sentence over-

view: The new scientific paradigm states 

that the whole 

of nature 

maybe re-

duced down 

to a set of sim-

ple programs, 

and if ran long 

enough we 

could pro-

duce a model of the world we live in. 

Sweet!!! 

This software was designed by Steven 

Wolfram, the inventor of Mathematica, 

the worldõs most computationally power-

ful software. Mathematica is the current 

industry standard for computation pro-

grams which means people all over the 

globe use this software to solve eco-

nomic problems, build chemistry mod-

els, and explore new ideas at Universi-

ties.  

 

The science club's current model is to 

take a ten dimensional space and show 

how it unfolds through the dimensions 

into a 3D space. It is from this perspec-

tive which the science club intends to 

use the software and explore natureõs 

most fundamental patterns. We already 

have designed a basic conceptual model 

and will be investigating various phe-

nomena in nature to get a better under-

standing of how natureõs programming 

works. We hope that you will join us at 

one of our next science club meetings 

and see what all the hype is about!  

To learn more about the science club 

contact: Barrett A. Leslie @ bles-

lie@mum.edu   
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By Barrett A. Leslie   

òThe new scientific paradigm states that 

the whole of nature maybe reduced down 

to a set of simple programs, and if ran 

long enough we could produce a model of 

the world we live in. Sweetó 


